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Hence, to define obscenity as that which provokes feelings of
sex together with a sense of depravity of human conduct seems
to be better. Once we accept the above definition another question
stares us in the face: whether the obscenity apparent in ancient
literature and sculptures is to be condemned?

Ancient Sculptures

There are many sculptures on the walls of ancient temples
like Konarak, Khajuraho, Nepali Temples of Benares, and even in
the temples and temple cars in the Telugu country depicting sexual
congress of men and women in different poses and stances.
Thousands of men and women, native and foreign, look at them with
pleasure and admiration. Unadulterated sex abounds in the texts of
our ancient Kavyas. No less a poet than Valmiki has described the
phases of sexual union of Rama and Sita; Rama relates them to
his brother Lakshmana. In the name of God's acts, the sexual exploits
of Krishna were painted in words in detail in Geeta Govindam, The
reputed devotional poet Pothana has excelled in enumerating the
sexual pranks of Lord Krishna. Kshatraya's free verses, Annama-
charya's kirtans and even Ramada's devotional songs are of the same
kind. Kalidas tarried for long in his Kumara Sambhavam in delving
into the depths of the romantic sexual union of Siva and Parvati.
Pothana's verse portraying Vishnu rushing to the aid of Gajendra
even without giving up his hold on the cloth covering the breasts
of Lakshmi, and Peddana's poem relating to the attempt of Varuthini
to embrace Pravarakhya have become highly popular. Vatsyayana's
Kama Sutra, is being considered as a book of science on sex. Why
is it that we do not carry on agitation to destroy these temples?
Why is it that we refrain from urging people to burn that literature?

Romance and Obscenity

We are not condemning all kinds and varieties of obscenity.
For that matter we are not even against naked sex. Those sculptures
were intended to promote sex education when there was no printing
press and hence we regard them with consideration. That is why
the bold pictures on temples and temple cars are being accepted
by us. Not being content with that, we approve of a kind of obscenity
in the name of literature.

We are conscious of the fact that life without romance and
sex is neither rich nor exuberant. That is exactly why we crave for
them and are anxbus to beautify our lives. Two questions spring
up now. Whether romance is there only to enable other Rasas to